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*AT&T also imposes monthly a Regulatory Cost Recovery Charge of up to $1.25 to help defray costs incurred in complying with State and Federal telecom regulation; State and Federal Universal Service charges; and 
surcharges for customer-based and revenue-based state and local assessments on AT&T. These are not taxes or government-required charges.

Offer available on select phones. Limited-time offer. Other conditions and restrictions apply. See contract and rate plan brochure for details. Subscriber must live and have a mailing address within AT&T’s owned wireless network 
coverage area. Up to $36 activation fee applies. Equipment price and availability may vary by market and may not be available from independent retailers.  Unlimited voice services: Unlimited voice services are provided solely for live 
dialog between two individuals.  Offnet Usage: If your minutes of use (including unlimited services) on other carriers’ networks (“offnet usage”) during any two consecutive months exceed your offnet usage allowance, AT&T may at its 
option terminate your service, deny your continued use of other carriers’ coverage, or change your plan to one imposing usage charges for offnet usage. Your offnet usage allowance is equal to the lesser of 750 minutes or 40% of the 
Anytime minutes included with your plan (data offnet usage allowance is the lesser of 6 megabytes or 20% of the kilobytes included with your plan). Early Termination Fee: None if cancelled in the first 30 days; up to $175. Some 
agents impose additional fees.  Rebate Debit Cards: LG Shine™ price before mail-in rebate debit card, qualified feature package purchase, and with 2-year wireless service agreement is $124.99. SAMSUNG a737 prices before mail-in 
rebate debit card, qualified feature package purchase, and with 2-year wireless service agreement per phone are $79.99 and $49.99, respectively. BlackJack™ II price before mail-in rebate debit card, PDA personal plan, and with Eligible 
voice plan and 2-year service agreement is $199.99. Allow 10-12 weeks for fulfillment. Card may be used only in the U.S. and is valid for 120 days after issuance date but is not redeemable for cash and cannot be used for cash 
withdrawal at ATMs or automated gasoline pumps. Card request must be postmarked by 08/28/2008; you must be a customer for 30 consecutive days to receive card. Sales tax calculated based on price of unactivated 
equipment. Video Share not available in all areas. Video Share requires the sender and receiver to have compatible phones and the Video Share feature and be in a 3G coverage area to share video. Both sender and receiver will be 
charged for any airtime usage and call minutes. Only the sender will be charged for Video Share minutes. AT&T is not responsible for the content of any live video. Service provided by AT&T Mobility. ©2008 AT&T Intellectual Property. 
All rights reserved. AT&T, AT&T logo and all other marks contained herein are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property and/or AT&T affiliated companies. 

after $50 mail-in rebate debit 
card with qualified feature 
package purchase and 2-year 
wireless service agreement per 
phone.

after $75 mail-in rebate debit 
card with qualified feature 
package purchase and 2-year 
wireless service agreement.

after $100 mail-in rebate debit 
card with PDA personal plan and 
eligible voice plan and 2-year 
service agreement.

AT&T STORES

NEW Algonquin   1492 S. Randall Rd.
FQArlington Heights   1002 W Dundee Rd.

NEW 1990 N. Arlington Hts. Rd.
FQsAurora   4412 E New York St.

FQBloomingdale   524 Stratford Sq. Mall, (#5524)
FQBolingbrook   720 E Boughton Rd., Ste 109
FQCalumet City   River Oaks Mall, 96 River Oaks Dr.
FQChicago   1101 S. Canal Street
FQ1234 N Sedgwick St.
FQ168 N State St.

FQs1730 W. Fullerton Ave.
F235 W Monroe St.

FQs3735 W 26th St.
FQ554 W Diversey Pkwy.
FQ57 E Chicago Ave.

FQs7601 S Cicero Ave.
FQ8658 S Cottage Grove Ave.
FQ9527 S. Western Ave.
FQChicago Ridge   9990 S Ridgeland Ave.

NEW Crestwood   4756 W. Cal Sag Rd.
NEW Crystal Lake   4912 Northwest Hwy., Ste. A
FQsDarien   2415 75th St., Unit B

FQDeer Park   21690 W. Long Grove Rd., Ste A
FQsElmhurst   619 N York Rd.

FQEvanston   1620 Chicago Ave.
FQGeneva   1749 S Randall Rd., Ste. G
FQGurnee   6170 Grand Ave. #17
FQ7075 Grand Ave.
FQHighland Park   36 Skokie Valley Rd.
FQHomewood   17858 S Halsted St.
FQJoliet   3340 Mall Loop Dr., Ste. 1254

FQLa Grange   34 N La Grange Rd.
FQLincolnwood   3333 W Touhy Ave., D02A
FQMcHenry   3817 W Elm St.
FQMerrillville   2629 E 80th Ave.
FQMichigan City   5360 Franklin St.
FQMokena   11244 W Lincoln Hwy.

FQsNiles   9479 Milwaukee Ave.
FQsNorridge   4155 1/2 N Harlem Ave.

FQHarlem Irving Mall, Ste. 32
FQsNorthlake   114 W. North Ave.
FQsOak Lawn   5145 W 95th St.
FQsOak Park   425 N Harlem Ave.

FQOakbrook Terrace   17W504 W 22nd St.
FQOrland Park   15135 S La Grange Rd.
FQOswego   2754 Rte. 34
FQPeru   4371 Venture Dr.
FQPlainfield   12720 S Rte. 59, Ste. 300
FQRockford   6270 E State St.
FQCherryvale Mall, 7200 Harrison Ave., H43

FQsRolling Meadows   1635 Algonquin Rd.
FQSchaumburg   1408 E Golf Rd.
FQWoodfield Mall, Unit F123
FQSkokie   9725 N Skokie Blvd.

NEW South Elgin   312 S. Randall Rd.
FQSt. Charles   2700 E Main St.

NEW Vernon Hills   445 E. Townline Rd., Ste A
FQsWest Dundee   729 W Main St.

FQWheaton   8 Danada Sq.

AUTHORIZED RETAILERS
FQsAddison   1435 W Lake St

FQAurora   1330 Orchard Rd.
FQsBerwyn   6621 W Ogden Ave.

FQBolingbrook   267 N Naperville Rd.
FQBradley   1600 N. State Route 50, Ste 110, ( )
FQBroadview   114 Broadview Village Sq.
QsCherry Valley   2241 S Perryville Rd.
FQChicago   1457 E 53rd St.

FQs1513 N Milwaukee Ave.
FQs2867 N Milwaukee Ave.
FQs3201 N Cicero Ave.

FQ3946 N Lincoln Ave.
FQ405 E 35th St.
Fs5 S LaSalle St.
FQDowners Grove   2321 Ogden Ave., Ste A
FQElk Grove   170 Beisterfield Rd.

Glendale Heights   2212 Bloomingdale Rd.
FQGlen Ellyn   479 Roosevelt Rd.
FQHighland Park   1671 Old Skokie Rd.
FQHodgkins   9430 Joliet Rd., Unit 300

Homer Glen   14003 S Bell Rd.
FQLockport   1027 E 9th St.
FQMachesney Park   1574 Westlane Rd.

Matteson   4736 Lincoln Hwy.
FQNaperville   1160 E Ogden Ave.
FQ423 S Washington St.

Ottawa   369 W. Stevenson Rd.
FQPeru   Rte. 251 & Wenzel Rd.
FQRosemont   7024 N Mannheim Rd.

Round Lake Beach   718 E Rollins Rd.

Schaumburg   2644 W Schaumburg Rd.
FQsSummit   7200 W Archer Ave.

FQTinley Park   16649 S Oak Park Ave.
FQ7158 W 183rd St.

FQsWaukegan   15 N Green Bay Rd.
FQsWest Chicago   27 W 245 North Ave.

FQWillowbrook   810 75th St.

Woodstock   665 S Eastwood Dr.
FQCrown Point   10841 Broadway

Elburn   920 N. Main St.
FQGriffith   146 N Broad St.
FQMerrillville   1943 Southlake Mall

Q2226 Southlake Mall

Portage   6279 US Hwy. 6
FQSchererville   1505 US Rte. 41
FQSt. John   9607 Wicker Ave.

QValparaiso   2912 N Calumet Ave

sServicio En Español
QOpen Sunday
FHigh Speed Internet Sold Here

ALSO AVAILABLE AT SELECT:

countries. It can be $80 to buy
kitchen supplies for a Cambo-
dian orphanage, or $2,500 to
buy food for a children’s cen-
ter in a Brazilian shanty-
town. Carter has done both,
and more.

Also known as travel phi-
lanthropy, his is a simple, per-
sonal approach to foreign aid.
Donors give Carter and his
kindred spirits small dona-
tions. 

He hands them to a grass-
roots group or individual he
has identified through his 12
years of extensive travel.

Often, he gives his own beer-
selling money.

“I could participate in pro-
grams that would touch more
people,” Carter said while
strapping on his vendor’s
gear at a bar a block from
Wrigley Field. “I would
rather have a more hands-on
approach. I would rather have
a more direct link to the peo-
ple I’m helping.” 

Born in Hinsdale, Carter
lived in Wheaton until he was
a toddler. After his parents di-
vorced, he lived with his
mother in Lincoln Park. 

Carter says he was fasci-
nated with National Geo-
graphic magazine, an inter-

est both parents encouraged.
They also fostered ideals of
tolerance and helping others
less fortunate. His mother
was a hospital volunteer. 

His father has cooked
meals for the homeless for
years and, as a younger man,
marched in civil rights dem-
onstrations.

About the time he started
working at Wrigley Field,
Carter chose to study cultural
anthropology at University of
Michigan.

“This was a window into
the rest of the world,” he said.

During college, he studied
in Italy, traveled in Europe
and took an excursion to Mo-

rocco, where he was struck by
its exotic culture and its
heartbreaking poverty.

“That experience definitely
was an eye-opener,” he said.
“After that, I was like, ‘I want
to go to Asia. I want to go to
Africa. I want to go to South
America.’ ”

As graduation approached,
Carter and a childhood friend
weren’t ready to “lock it in”
on a career track, he said. In-
stead, they embarked on a
journey through Asia and the
Middle East. 

Over the next three years,
he spent his springs and sum-
mers moving up the vendor
chain in Chicago and used

those earnings to travel in Af-
rica, India, Mexico and Cen-
tral America the rest of the
year.

Fascinated by these re-
gions’ cultural richness but
troubled by the poverty, he en-
rolled in George Washington
University’s international
development program. As a
Fulbright Scholar in 2001-02,
he studied the effects of Mo-
roccan immigration in Spain.

About that time, he heard of
Backpack Nation, the dream
of San Francisco cabdriver
and writer Brad Newsham,
himself a seasoned traveler.

Saddened and disillu-
sioned by the terrorist at-

tacks of Sept. 11, 2001, New-
sham wanted “to overwrite
that chapter with a better
one,” he said. His idea was to
transform the estimated 2.5
million Western backpackers
“into an army of roving am-
bassadors, emissaries of
peace,” providing each of
them with money to deliver to
an individual, family, organi-
zation or village. 

Newsham launched Back-
pack Nation in 2002, and the
media fanfare helped gener-
ate $20,000 in donations.

Carter applied for and re-
ceived $2,000, which he gave
to a children’s center that
he’d visited in a shanty town
on the outskirts of Rio de Ja-
neiro.

The director “started cry-
ing and he called me an an-
gel,” Carter said. “You talk
about an epiphany.”

With organizational help
from Newsham, Carter con-
tinued his philanthropy, as
did an acquaintance, Marc
Gold, a community college
teacher from San Francisco.
Gold had started doing micro-
philanthropy on his own in
1989 and received $2,000 from
Backpack Nation.

At one point, Newsham’s
effort included about 15 am-
bassadors who distributed
small-scale aid to nearly 20
countries, from Russia to Bra-
zil, but, exhausted by the ef-
fort, he discontinued Back-
pack Nation in 2005.

Gold had already formed a
philanthropy travel organiza-
tion called 100 Friends
(www.100friends.com), for
which he raised more than
$250,000 from 2002 until last
year.

Operating at first under the
auspices of another group, it
became an independent char-
ity in January; Carter is asso-
ciate director.

Travel philanthropy’s im-
pact is debatable. Practition-
ers concede it is tiny com-
pared with the efforts of large
aid organizations. And chari-
ty watchdog groups caution
that they know next to noth-
ing about the concept.

“It’s nice, but what they can
do is limited,” said Daniel Bo-
rochoff, president of the
American Institute of Philan-
thropy in Chicago. “They can
point to individual stories,
but if you can do it on a bigger
scale, you can substantially
impact the well-being of a
community. I’m not against
the idea. I just don’t consider
it the most effective way of
helping.”

Gold and Carter contend
that larger organizations
often are slowed by bureau-
cracy or err in huge ways—
like sending dozens of beds to
an orphanage when the cul-
tural norm is for the children
to sleep together on the floor.

Small, strategic aid—as
when Gold spent $1 for medi-
cine to clear up a severe ear
infection for a Tibetan wom-
an and $30 on a hearing aid—
can yield a powerful, person-
al connection, the two men
said. It also dramatically
changes others’ perception of
Americans as selfish, they
added.

Gold provides a list on the
100 Friends Web site of 166
projects funded with dona-
tions, and he has posted sev-
eral slide shows and video
presentations about his work.
Carter, who said he has given
away about $20,000—mostly
in Brazil—since 2005, said he
has never received a com-
plaint from a donor.

Both men take a decidedly
low-key approach to fundrais-
ing, typically making presen-
tations in people’s homes, but
only when asked, and accept-
ing any donation. 

They pay their own travel
and living expenses, so the do-
nations go the people they’re
helping.

“It’s more than faith,” Gold
said of donors’ trust in him.
“It’s a highly educated
guess.”

This fall, Carter plans to
leave the apartment he shares
with his mother, again, per-
haps for Africa or Brazil. But
it could get complicated if the
Cubs and/or White Sox make
it to the playoffs.

For all the ribbing he takes
from his fellow vendors, some
of them say he has been an in-
spiration.

Doug North, 29, a history
teacher at Clemente High
School, visited Carter in re-
mote Brazil in 2005. He is so
impressed with Carter’s work
that “that’s probably the next
encounter I’ll have with
him—to meet up with him
somewhere and help out.”

And maybe to thank him,
but not for the obvious rea-
sons. At the end of his visit
with Carter, North met a Bra-
zilian woman whom he mar-
ried last year.

“He’s really challenged me
to have an open mind,” North
said. “I’m really glad I met
him, in more ways than one.”

tgregory@tribune.com
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